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Latin-American Art Travels to Milan
Courtesy of Josef and Anni Albers
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Josef Albers, Familiar Front, 1948, oil on masonite
(Courtesy of Josef and Anni Albers Foundation)

RELATED
VENUES

(/node/)
(/node/)
ARTISTS

Anni Albers
(/artist/757923/overview)
Josef Albers
(/artist/359680/overview)

A new exhibition in Milan throws light on the
extraordinary collecting habits of Josef and

(/artists/anni-albers-757923) (/artists/anni-albers757923) (/artists/anni-albers-757923)Anni Albers
(/artists/anni-albers-757923).

(/)

(/)

(/)

The couple had a lifelong love affair with Preown works.

Columbian art, and that enthusiasm influenced their

The artists first traveled to

Mexico in December 1935. It was
the first of 14 trips that would
also take them to Peru, Chile,
Cuba, and all around South
America.

Mexican art became and

remained one of the most

intense visual references for the

couple, who met at the Bauhaus
in 1922, married and fled

Germany in 1933, finding a fertile artistic scene in the US.

Over a period of more than 30 years, they bought more than 1,400 pre-

Columbian artifacts, in local marketplaces at first (for two or three pesos apiece),
and later from American dealers and galleries (spending about $12,000, the
equivalent of $95,000 in today’s money).

Now the Albers Foundation brings this elective collecting to Mudec (Museo delle Culture) in Milan, with an exhibition titled
“A Beautiful Confluence.”

Nicholas Fox Weber, curator of the exhibition and director of the Foundation, said he discovered the Albers collection almost
by chance in 1971, in the basement of their “plain, ordinary” Connecticut house.

“A cupboard where people would keep cleaning products, filled with a thousand clay figures,” is how he remembers it.
Many of Anni’s collected textiles were not found until after her death in 1994.
The little clay figures and geometric pre-Hispanic Andean textiles are now put side by side at Mudec with Josef’s paintings,

his “Homage to the Square” series and Anni’s weaved patterns - one of which will remain in Milan as a permanent loan, along
with the museum’s collection of Non-European Art.

In two wide rooms, little Aztec goddesses are shown alongside feather bags from 900 AD, ceramic masks (AD 200-600), and
hundreds of photographs taken by the artists at Machu Picchu, Cuzco, Oaxaca, and Teotihuacan. (Between 1937 and 1947

Josef built displays for his gelatin silver prints of sculptures and temples, which often portray the same object from different
angles).

Fragments of Nazca’s cotton (100BC - AD 800) and Inca wool sit next to Josef’ watercolors on silkscreens and layered

paintings, some of which recall walls and architecture. Triangles and zigzags on bowls and fabrics influence Anni’s knot
drawings, and pictorial weavings.

The result is not just a striking show but a very refined one. (/artists/3218-josef-albers) (/artists/3218-josef-albers)

(/artists/3218-josef-albers)Josef Albers (/artists/3218-josef-albers), whose motto was “minimal means for maximum effect,”
would have loved it.

A BEAUTIFUL CONFLUENCE is at Mudec, Milan, Italy, until February 1, 2016. Information:www.mudec.it
(http://www.mudec.it/), www.abeautifulconfluence.com (http://www.abeautifulconfluence.com/)

View Slideshow (/photo-galleries/a-beautiful-confluence-josef-and-anni-albers-

exhibition)

(/)

(/)

(/)

Contemporary Arts (/visual-arts/contemporary-arts)
MUDEC (/tags/mudec)

Reviews (/visual-arts/reviews)

Latin American Art (/tags/latin-american-art)

Galleries (/market-news/galleries)

Visual Arts (/visual-arts)

Josef Albers (/tags/josef-albers)

RECOMMENDED

MOST POPULAR
MOST READ (/NEWS/STORY/1282084/LATIN-AMERICAN-ART-TRAVELS

1

MOST SHARED (/NEWS/STORY/1282084/LATIN-AMERICAN-ART-TRAVELS

(/news/story/1282973/louvre-director-proposesplan-to-protect-at-risk-heritage)

2

FEATURES

Checklist: Louvre Proposes Heritage
Protections, and More
(/news/story/1282973/louvredirector-proposes-plan-to-protectat-risk-heritage)

(/photo-galleries/sneak-peek-nada-miami2015)
(/news/story/1279817/nada-miami-all-grown-upand-closer-to-the-action)
FAIRS

NADA Miami: All Grown Up and
Closer to the Action
(/news/story/1279817/nada-miamiall-grown-up-and-closer-to-theaction)

3
4
5

6
(/news/story/1282576/preview-asia-biennialand-guangzhou-triennale-2015)
FEATURES

Preview: Asia Biennial and
Guangzhou Triennale 2015
(/news/story/1282576/preview-asiabiennial-and-guangzhou-triennale2015)

7

#PrayForParis
— The Art World Responds
(http://enfr.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1279187/prayfor
the-art-world-responds)

Sneak Peek: What to See at
Abu Dhabi Art Fair 2015
(http://enme.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1279084/sneak
peek-what-to-see-at-abudhabi-art-fair-2015)
What to Look for at Art Basel
Miami Beach 2015
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1278791/whatto-look-for-at-art-baselmiami-beach-2015)

Disaster Waiting to Happen?
The Risk of Storing Art
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1281627/disaste
waiting-to-happen-freeportsand-the-risk-of-storing)

Homage to Botticelli
Renaissance” at
Gemäldegalerie Berlin
(http://ende.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1280387/artists
pay-homage-to-botticellirenaissance-at)

#PrayForParis — The Art
World Responds
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1279188/prayfo
the-art-world-responds)
Le Bataclan, Cultural
Landmark at Center of
French Tragedy
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/news/story/1279558/lebataclan-cultural-landmarkat-center-of-french-tragedy)

Subscribe to our Newsletters

Subscribe to our
Publications

Get the latest arts & culture news in your inbox
Enter your email address...

SIGN UP

SUBSCRIBE
(https://www.ezsubscription.com/ara/subscribe)

Art + Auction

INTERNATIONAL EDITIONS

LOUISE BLOUIN MEDIA

International

China (EN)

Italy

Australia

Blouin News

Gallery Guide

Colombia

Japan

Southeast Asia

Austria

Art+Auction

Louise Blouin Media

France

Japan (EN)

Spain

Brazil

Germany

United Kingdom

Canada

Hong Kong

Korea (EN)

(/)

China

India

Mexico

(/)

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/home)
(http://encn.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://it.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://au.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://co.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://jp.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://sea.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://at.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://fr.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://enjp.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://es.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://br.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://de.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://uk.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://ca.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://hk.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://enkr.blouinartinfo.com)

(http://cn.blouinartinfo.com)
(http://in.blouinartinfo.com)

(http://mx.blouinartinfo.com)

(http://blouinnews.com)

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/galleryguide)

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/subscriptions/art(http://www.louiseblouinmedia.com)
and-auction)

Modern Painters

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/subscriptions/modernpainters)

Creative Leadership Summit Blouin Lifestyle

(http://www.creativeleadershipsummit.org/)
(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/subscriptions/baiLouise Blouin Foundation

asia)

Blouin Art Sales Index

(http://www.ltbfoundation.org/)
(http://artsalesindex.artinfo.com)
Blouin Monthly

Gordons

daily-editions)

Somogy

(http://www.blouinartinfo.com/blouin(http://www.gordonsart.com)

FOLLOW US

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTERS

(https://www.facebook.com/ARTINFO?ref=hl)
(https://twitter.com/artinfodotcom)
(https://plus.google.com/106519335585920525288/posts)
(http://blouinartinfo.tumblr.com/)

(http://www.somogy.net/)

(http://pinterest.com/blouinartinfo/)

(https://instagram.com/blouin_artinfo)

(/artinfo-rss-feeds)

Enter your email here

SIGN UP

About Us (/about-us)

Contact Us (/contact-us)

Jobs (http://jobs.artinfo.com)

Subscriptions (/subscriptions)

Advertise (http://www.louiseblouinmedia.com/advertise)

Artists (http://www.blouinartinfo.com/galleryguide-artists)

Google+ (https://plus.google.com/106519335585920525288)

Site Map (/htmlsitemap)

BlouinArtinfo.com (http://www.blouinartinfo.com)

© 2015, Louise Blouin Media. All rights reserved. Terms (/user-agreement) | Privacy (/privacy-policy)

RSS (/artinfo-rss-feeds)

Login (/user)

